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welcome! 
   If you are curious and have come to see us 

   If you are weary and have come to rest 

   If you are grateful and have come to share 

   If you are hurt and have come for solace 

   If you are listening and have come to pray 

   If you are seeking and have come for answers 

welcome! 

BROADMEAD BAPTIST CHURCH 
1 Whippington Court, The Horsefair 

Bristol BS1 3HY  Tel. 0117 929-1387 

Minister: REV. JOHN HOUSEAGO, M.TH, M.A., B.SC. 

Tel. 0117 951 4091 (Home)            0754 896 8252 (Mobile)      

minister@broadmeadbaptist.org.uk 

For your information 
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 11 a.m. every Sunday; there will be no even-

ing services except for special occasions. (Communion on the first 
and third Sunday mornings.) 

CITY PRAYERS: Tuesdays at 1.10 p.m. 

CITY COMMUNION: Thursdays at 1.10 p.m. 

The minister will usually be at church on Thursday mornings. You 
are always welcome to pop in for a chat, but please phone first if you 
are making a special trip as events frequently mean that the minis-
ter’s plans have to be changed. 
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W E have all had the experience of being made to jump when we 

thought we were alone and suddenly someone speaks to us, or 

even worse, taps us on the shoulder! I imagine you would need to 
multiply the effect many times if the person who spoke or touched 

you was someone you thought was dead! 

It is hardly surprising that the disciples were startled when Jesus   
suddenly appeared in the room. Luke (24:36) relates that they were 

involved in an intense discussion, “While they were talking about this 

…”. The ‘this’ they were talking about was the account being given 

by the two friends who had made their sad journey from Jerusalem to 

Emmaus, talking about their friend Jesus who had been executed. As 

we know, Jesus joined them, though they did not recognise him until 

he broke bread at the evening meal. He then disappeared from their 
sight and they returned to Jerusalem to tell the others. 

As they were sharing this amazing story Jesus was suddenly with 

them. Luke used a series of graphic terms to describe their reaction; 
‘startled’, ‘terrified’, frightened’, ‘doubts’, ‘disbelieving’, and ‘still 

wondering’. 

It is clear to me as I read the various accounts of Jesus’ appearances 
to the disciples that they did not expect his resurrection. Nothing   

Jesus had done or said in his ministry prepared the disciples for what 

happened. The gospels tell us that Jesus had spoken about this, never-

theless the disciples did not expect it. They were mourning a friend 

and had prepared ointments and spices for his burial. 

You might expect Jesus to chide them for their lack of faith. Why did 

they not believe him? There are places in the gospels where Jesus 

spoke sharply to them. For example, Jesus rebuked their lack of faith 

when they were frightened by a storm on the Sea of Galilee, and 

again, when some of the disciples failed to heal a boy who was      
possessed. Here, though, there is not the slightest hint of a rebuke. 

Rather, all I hear is Jesus helping his friends to believe. 

Faith is not an examination that you have to pass. It is a door that 
opens up limitless opportunities for living. Jesus wants his friends, 

and I believe that includes us, to be able to pass through that door to 

enter a place where death does not have the last word. 

JOHN HOUSEAGO 
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Edited for the Internet 

 
 

matters 

Sermon themes 
All services are at 11 a.m. and will be led by the minister      

unless otherwise noted. 

1st April, 2018 – EASTER SUNDAY 
Jesus and Mary Magdalene.  1 Corinthians 15:1-11 and John 20:1-18 

8th April, 2018  
MR NEVILLE LINTERN 

15th April, 2018 
REVD PETER SLEE 

22nd April, 2018 
Love in Truth and Action.  1 John 3:16-24 and John 10:11-18 

29th April, 2018 
God is Love.  1 John 4:7-21 and John 15:1-8 

 

SNOW AND  ICE !  
The Deacons’ decided that the pavements and side roads were too 
dangerous for us to hold a service on March 4th. We tried to let   

everyone know that the service was cancelled, and I apologise to 
those whom we were not able to contact. 

We do not have contact details for everyone. If you want someone 
from the church to contact you when a service or a meeting is      
cancelled please let me have either a phone number or email address. 
Alternatively, if you phone me on 0117 951 4091 the answer phone 
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message will inform you of any cancellation. If you get the standard 

“please leave a message” there are no changes to our advertised 
events. 

If you have access to the internet please check the diary page of the 

church web page, www.broadmeadbaptist.org.uk, any changes will 

be posted there. JOHN HOUSEAGO 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON STUDIES FOR 2018 
The Thursday afternoon study group will continue to explore the 
Reformation, principally through the biographies of some of the key 

personalities. 

The next study will be on Thursday, April 26th. The meeting starts 
at 2.15 p.m. and lasts for one hour. Everyone is welcome. 

JOHN HOUSEAGO 

  

CHURCH FLOWERS 
22nd April 

Carolyne and Bryan Long 

(in memory) 

 

CHURCH MEETING 
The next Church Meeting, which will include the AGM, is on 

Wednesday, May 23rd, 2018, at 2.15 p.m. in the Hiley Room. 

All members are encouraged to attend. 

Please submit copy for the next edition of The Record any time BEFORE 

SUNDAY, 15TH APRIL. If you are  offering something which has been 

written by another person, or printed elsewhere, please make sure you have 
asked permission first. Your own contributions are always welcome.          

JACK APPLETON, Editor 
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The Baptist Times Round-up 

LOOK BEFORE YOU TWEET!   
What would Jesus say to Donald Trump, Theresa May … ? 

By Chris Goswami, Director of  Communications at Open-

wave Mobility and Associate Minister at Lymm Baptist 

Church.   

You know that feeling when you agree to do something for someone, 

then later, when you think about it, you regret it? 

Well, it was a bit like that with this blog. I was asked to write a 

blog along the lines: “what would Jesus say to …. some present-day   

celebrities or politicians?” Maybe something for 2018? 

Sounded great! We would all like to know what God would say to 

Donald Trump – right? But then I started thinking, this is not only 

hard, but it’s a bit presumptuous to imagine what God might say to 

any celebrity, even assuming I knew them (which I don’t). 

Then again, maybe there are aspects to their character or behav-

iour that the Bible does speaks to. Let’s see! 

Donald Trump – look before you tweet 

America’s unpredictable president is easy to take down. It’s easy to 

line up and take cheap shots – everybody does it. 

And yet, one year into his presidency and the hot-headedness and 

rash nature doesn’t seem to be cooling off. His daily tweets have the 

status of world news, whatever they happen to be about. And they 

have often been surprising, inflammatory, even racist or sexist. 

It’s not just the personal comments that need reining-in. There are 

big issues from climate change to net-neutrality to the deadly game 

being played with the bizarre leader of North Korea. The stake 

could not be higher. 

An obvious passage for Mr Trump could be the letter of James, 

Chapter 3 on ‘taming your tongue’. However, I will plump for the 

more explicit comment from Paul to the Ephesian church, 4:29: “Do 

not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only 

what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that 

it may benefit those who listen.” 

It means, get a grip. 
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And a note to ourselves. We, the ‘chattering classes’, who read and 

write blogs and participate in a discussion culture still don’t under-

stand the extent of Trump’s support. Trump appeals to the least 

well-off, the unemployed, the have-nots. Many of these are in blue-

collar jobs, sometimes unkindly but accurately referred to as ‘dirty 

jobs’. The ideological chasm between Trump defenders and detrac-

tors still exists. 

Prince Charles – always the bridesmaid, never the bride. 

It’s hard not to feel sorry for Charles. Perpetually in the shadow of 

Diana, William, Harry, Charlotte, George … and now Meghan, he 

has had a strange life. Our Queen, already the longest reigning 

monarch in history, could easily live another ten years. By that 

time Charles will be touching 80! (What would Jesus say to Prince 

Charles?) There’s almost a John the Baptist kind of stoic inevitabil-

ity about Charles’s position. John3:30 (amended): “He (…she, they, 

all of them) must become greater; I must become less”. And yet, if 

we stay with the analogy, Charles has accomplished much, as did 

John, and there is much still to do. High on his achievements is his 

charity work. He heads-up more than a dozen charities – including 

the well-known Prince’s Trust — and is patron of 400 others. He 

has also  spoken out for persecuted Christians. Then of course there 

are his royal visits, speeches, and openings. While showing up and 

waving sounds like a great job to have, most of us would be         

fatigued, fed up and frankly bored if we had done this to the extent 

he has – and   always smiling. We could also talk about his enthusi-

asm for ecology and protecting the environment. It’s as well for us 

to remember that the world, our families, and the Kingdom of God 

heavily depend on ‘supporting-actors’. People who are dream-

catchers. People who enable the gifts of other people, and take on 

the difficult ministry of persistently encouraging them. This is a 

worthy and a high calling. The Kingdom of God heavily depends on 

‘supporting-actors’ — people who are dream-catchers. 

Theresa May – the blinkered leading the blind.                           

We are now in the long shadow of BREXIT – 2018 will be uncertain 

and unsettling. And whether we voted for her or not, I think most of 

us would want to acknowledge the PM’s courage in stepping up to 

take the poisoned chalice. A stylish orator she is not, and she lacks 

some attributes we normally associate with international leaders. On 
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top of all that, 2017 was her ‘annus horribillis’, including poor elec-

tion result, cabinet resignations and, of course, THAT conference 

speech.  

Yet she shows great resilience, dogged determination and an admi-

rable ‘no-nonsense’ approach to policy and debate. Good for her. But 

the risk for Theresa May is that we now have a Government with 

only one policy: BREXIT. Everything else, including a fairer society 

and social justice is a distant second. 

In Matthew 23, Jesus mounts a scathing attack on the teachers and 

Pharisees. They were trying to do what they thought was right too. 

But their obsession with one thing (the law) meant they lost the 

plot of what God wanted … “you have neglected the more important 

matters of the law – justice, mercy and faithfulness.” 

We too need to ensure we are not consumed by BREXIT. In the UK 

and abroad there are things that matter more. 

EAST ER  
 Leonardo da Vinci's painting of The Last Supper is 
well known. It is a mural, painted directly on to a 
wall. 

The twelve disciples are all  grouped around Jesus on the far side of 
the  table and down to the ends of the near side; nearest the spectator  
is  empty. It is a convention that is used often on the stage and in 
films. The side of the table nearest the viewer is left empty, so that 
nothing is obscured. We, the viewers, share in the drama: there is a 
place at the table for us. 

So too with the painting. A great work of art truly, but there is      
rather more. It was painted on the end wall of a refectory in a mon-
astery. When the monks sat down to eat, their tables were a continu-
ation of the table on the wall. 

“This is my body broken for you,” said Jesus. Not just for the      
original twelve gathered around, but for all of us willing  to take our 
place at the  table.  

We are invited to join in, to become involved. what a wonderful 

Easter message. CHURCH MOUSE 
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HELPING CHILDREN IN INDIA TO THRIVE 
Begging, selling alcohol and stealing ð this is how street children 

in India survive and provide for their families. But thanks to 

BMS World Mission, a school on the street in Kolkata is 

providing these children with an education, teaching them life 

skills to help them succeed.  

But lasting change sometimes starts with something small. Underneath a bridge in 

the bustling city of Kolkata, next to a traffic-filled road, 50 children who call the streets 

their home are getting to go to school. Because BMS worker Ben Francis and his team 

have brought school to them. Calling themselves Street Servants, our team teaches the 

children reading, writing and arithmetic ð important lessons from the government 

kindergarten syllabus. And once theyõre ready, the team help get the children into a 

government school to earn essential certificates. Theyõre also learning about Jesus. 

Every day, the children sing songs about God. They learn to read through parables and 

Bible stories, and they pray. 

These children, who have only ever known life on the streets, are gaining new 

opportunities to learn, and new skills that will set them up for life. And itõs all because 

of your support for BMS.  

Nawab was begging outside a horse-racing track when the BMS-supported Street 

Servants met him. After meeting with his parents, the team invited Nawab to come to 

the street school, along with his two sisters. He excelled. Thanks to the school, 

Nawabõs life has changed dramatically. Along with seven other children who were 

taught by BMS-supported teachers in Kolkata, heõs now in a government school. Sat in 

a busy classroom of children in school uniform, after a life without much structure, the 

adjustment has not been easy. But now, Nawab has the opportunity of a full education. 

A way off the streets. 

All 50 children at the street school are learning the skills they need to get into 

government schools. As well as learning the right curriculum, theyõre also being taught 

wider life skills. òWeõre giving them the habit of discipline,ó says BMS worker Ben 

Francis, who helps oversee the project in Kolkata. Street school is preparing these 

children to sit in a classroom, to listen, and to learn to change their own futures. 

These children, who have only ever known life on the streets, are gaining new 

opportunities to learn, and new skills that will set them up for life. And itõs all because 

of your support for BMS. 

And it really is all about families. The Street Servants team go and meet parents, 

offering counselling and advice. For many, having their child in school means a loss of 

income, as they often beg to help support the families. òItõs about changing the mindset 

of the parents,ó says Ben. òWe tell them, ôtoday you want 40 pence from your child. 

But if you let them study, some day they will bring back four thousand pounds.õó By 

getting the parents on board, the children can go to school and become more equipped 

to support their families in the future. 

òI just want to say thank you to everyone in the UK,ó says Ben. òYouõre enabling 

underprivileged children to touch love, and helping us show Jesusõ love in the most 

tangible way that people will understand.ó 
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WHAT COMES NEXT? 
Here are ten hymns used at this time of the year. Can you remem-

ber the following two lines? The first letter of each word has been 

given to help! (All from Baptist Praise and Worship 1991. © the 

Psalms and Hymns Trust 1991.) 

1. Love’s redeeming work is done, 
    fought the fight, the battle won:  vts,tw,ts;  Chbtgoh. 

2. The head that once was crowned with thorns 
    is crowned with glory now:  arda  tmvb. 

3.There is a green hill far away, 
   outside a city wall, wtdLwc,  wdtsua. 

4. All you that pass by, 
     to Jesus draw nigh;  tyiintJ  sd?  

5. He lives, all glory to his name; 
    he lives, my Saviour, still the same;  wjtbag!  IktmRl! 

6. All glory, praise and honour, 
     to you, Redeemer, King,  twtloc  mshr. 

7. Come, share our Easter joy 
    that death could not imprison,  napd,  oC, wia! 

8. Burning heat throughout the day, 
    bitter cold when light had fled;  pbayw,  syp, eyb. 

9. No more we doubt you, glorious Prince of life: 
    what is life without you? Aid us in our strife; mumtctydl,              
bustJtyha: 

10. Jesus lives! to him the throne 
      over all the world is given:  mwgwhig, rawhih. 

ANSWERS TO CREATION QUIZ 
1. Light, night and day. 
2. Sky. 
3. Land and seas, and land vegetation. 
4. Sun, moon and stars, to mark the seasons, days & years. 
5. Sea creatures and birds. 
6. Land creatures and humankind. 



PRAYER  AT  BROADMEAD 

   ‘Tis the spring of souls today; 

   Christ hath burst his prison, 

   And from three days’ sleep in death 

   As a sun has risen.  (ST JOHN DAMASCENE C.750) 

1st – 7th April 

Dear Lord, As Jesus broke free of death and the tomb, help us to 
break free of all that limits us from living the life of joy and hope 
which the Resurrection brings. We thank you for His triumph over 

darkness. May we live in the light of the Resurrection, not just this 
Easter week, but the whole year through. AMEN 

8th - 14th  April 

Trust the past to God’s mercy, the present to God’s love and the  
future to God’s providence.  (AUGUSTINE)  

Loving Father, we seek your guidance as a community here in the 
centre of the city. We thank you for the other churches which use 
these premises for worship and ask your blessing on all the witness 
for you. AMEN 

15th - 21st April 

Lord we thank you for the healing love shown by those who work in 
our city-centre hospitals: St Michaels, The Royal Infirmary, The 
Children’s Hospital, The Eye Hospital and The Dental Hospital.  
Bless those who work long hours in stressful medical situations and 
guide those who carry great responsibilities in administration. We 
pray that wise decisions may ensure the effectiveness and future of 
the National Health Service. AMEN 

22nd - 28th April  

22nd April is Earth Day. Lord of creation, forgive our misuse of the 
wonderful world that you have given us. Enable creative minds to 
find alternatives to harmful materials and in particular to the plastic 
that is causing such damage to wild life and the environment. For-
give our throw-away attitude to products and lead us in ways of  
conservation. AMEN 


