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welcome!

If you are curious and have come to see us

If you are weary and have come to rest

If you are grateful and have come to share

If you are hurt and have come for solace

If you are listening and have come to pray

If you are seeking and have come for answers

welcome!

For your information

SUNDAY WORSHIP: 11 a.m. every Sunday; there will be no even-
ing services except for special occasions. (Communion on the first
and third Sunday mornings.)

CITY PRAYERS: Tuesdays at 1.10 p.m.
CITY COMMUNION: Thursdays at 1.10 p.m.

The minister will usually work at church on Tuesday afternoons,
following City Prayers, and on Thursday mornings, until City Com-
munion.

You are always welcome to pop in for a chat, but please phone first
if you are making a special trip as events frequently mean that the
minister’s plans have to be changed.
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NOTES firom the MANSE

E were unpacking the shopping, trying to get everything into

the fridge freezer, wondering why we ever imagined it would
fit. A pot of yoghurt slipped from the grasp and, as if in slow motion,
landed on the hard floor.The lid burst open and a shower of yoghurt
sprayed in all directions. A disaster? Not for the cat. One of our cats
is particularly fond Greek yoghurt, preferably the full-fat version.
Had Christmas come early, or was it a glimpse of heaven, where it
surely rains yoghurt? Selflessly, he helped clean the floor.

Heaven has become a metaphor for the fulfilment of our wishes.
There are, therefore, as many visions of heaven as there are people.
Inevitably, these will be incompatible; are you the cat or the person
who was looking forward to yoghurt for tea? The whole idea of
heaven has become trivial, and it is not surprising that it rarely
features in Christian thinking.

In the bible, heaven is the dwelling place of God. It is where God is
known completely; something that is impossible for us now, con-
fined as we are by our physical existence. The focus of heaven is
God. Heaven is not about us; it is about God. It is represented as a
reward, because in heaven we will understand the true nature of real-
ity and experience the glory of God. It is where everything will make
sense.

I'do notbelieve we can know what that will be like. Some experiences
in life may point us in the right direction, but they are no more than
signposts. The ones that I find most helpful are musical, which is
strange since I cannot play an instrument or sing in tune. I can, how-
ever, imagine heaven resembling an orchestra or a choir. We contrib-
ute the part that is scored for our instrument or voice and allow it to
create beautiful music with others. Only in the moment of perfor-
mance can we truly hear how our part participates in the whole.

Heaven is not about me and my wishes, but about the wholeness
created by bringing together an infinite number of apparently tune-
less parts. Charles Wesley eloquently expressed what I am struggling
to say when he wrote, “Changed from glory into glory, Till in heav-
en we take our place, Till we cast our crowns before Thee, Lost in
wonder, love, and praise.” Heaven is where we are lost; the place
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where we sing out, yet cannot hear our own voice. The music trans-
cends the musician. JOHN HOUSEAGO

Sermon Themes

All services are conducted by the minister, unless noted otherwise.

4th January, 2015

11 a.m. The Word Became Flesh. Jeremiah 31:7-14 and John 1:1-18
11th January, 2015

11 a.m. The Baptism of Jesus. Acts 19:1-7 and Mark 1:4-11

18th January, 2015

11 a.m. Revd Ken Stewart, now retired; formerly of Horfield and
Bristol Baptist College.

25th January, 2015
11 a.m. Mr Neville Lintern.

G matters

Edited for the Internet
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4th January Maureen O’Regan
(in memory of Olwen Jenkins)

11th January Maureen and Chris Pannell
18th January —

25th January Rosemary (Turner) Poarch
(In memory of Marion and
Eric Turner)
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THANK YOU

Ros and John Houseago would like to thank friends for their cards,
good wishes and prayers following the death of Ros’ dad.

We would also like to say ‘thank you’ for your Christmas cards,
which have added to the decoration of the Manse for Christmas.
R0OS AND JOHN HOUSEAGO

CHURCH MEETING

The next Church Meeting is on Wednesday, 14th January, 2014, at
7.30 p.m. in the Hiley Room. All members are encouraged to attend.

BIBLE STUDIES 2015:
PAUL’S LETTER TO THE PHILIPPIANS

A new series of bible studies will start in the spring. The subject will
be Paul’s letter to the Philippians. The studies are usually held on the
last Thursday of the month. They start at 2.15 p.m. and last for an
hour.

The dates for 2015 will be 26th March, 30th April, 28th May, 18th
June, 30th July, 24th September, 29th October and 26th November.
I will produce written notes for each study, and these will be availa-
ble to anyone who asks. They are too long to publish in T#he Record.
JOHN HOUSEAGO
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Anyone who has ever made a New Year resolution and later
given up in despair will certainly affirm this.

However there are good habits which can prove a great
blessing.

Certainly it is now an established feature of the Terrill Group
Programme that their January meeting features a shared meal at
noon on 5th January at The Yeoman on Wells Road, Whitchurch,
for lunch, which is splendid and reasonably priced, with
fellowship, which is unsurpassed.

However, the venue is primarily chosen because of its relatively
close proximity to the home of John and Dorothy Frampton at 8
Willow Walk, Keynsham, where the fellowship can continue
through the afternoon in festive surroundings, culminating in a
buffet-style tea.

‘Regulars’ will be contacted by phone, but we need to
emphasise that any reader is welcome to join us, but if they wish
to do so should contact Dorothy on tel. 0177 9861966.

JOHN FRAMPTON

HEAT, POWER AND COMPASSION

Why should visitors from the other side of the world journey to
Galston in Ayrshire to learn more about a 19th century clergyman?
The surprising answer is Patent No. 4081. The Revd Robert Stirling,
D.D. (1790 -1878) was an inventor as well as a preacher. His patent
covered a new means of transferring heat and a new means of gener-
ating power. The first has proved to be very significant, but the Stir-
ling engine has not seen major use. (It is, however, still of great
interest in 2015.)

What of Stirling the preacher? A contemporary assessment was less
than enthusiastic. “His sermons were thoughtful and well-wrought
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out, although his quick manner of delivery was not calculated to
awaken deep interest.”

But there was much more to Robert Stirling than inventive genius
and preaching. He was suspended by the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland for holding communion with deposed ministers
of a radical dissenting group. Far from diminishing his reputation his
action enhanced it! He also ministered fearlessly to sufferers during a
cholera epidemic. His courage and compassion earned him the great
affection and respect of his parishioners. DAVID LOVERIDGE

ANY QUESTIONS?

Last year, our minister, John, wrote several articles under
the heading What might it mean? to help us understand diffi-
cult words, or situations in scripture.

This year, John will often be preaching from the epistles and
will write introductions in 7he Record to aid our understand-
ing of them. There may be words, phrases, or situations in
the epistles which puzzle us, so his task will not be easy,
and there may be occasions when we feel the need for
further explanation, or comment.

After a service we can pass a brief comment to John on his
sermon, or article, but there is little time for in-depth ques-
tions, so with that in mind, and with John’s agreement,
please let me have any questions (anonymously, if so
wished). These will be passed to John, who will respond to
them in The Record.

Please give this some thought. Your question may be help-
ful to others. Editor

Please submit copy for the next issue of The Record any time
BEFORE 11th January. JACK APPLETON, Editor.
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WORLD LEPROSY DAY

SUNDAY, 25t JANUARY, 2015

We hear through the prophet Jeremiah, that God can
restore health and heal wounds. “I will cause new skin to
grow, and heal your wounds, says the Lord.” (Jer.30.17)

As a Christian charity, The Leprosy Mission attends to
each leprosy-affected person it serves, physically and
emotionally. One by one it nurses their wounds, restores
them to health and helps with the healing of emotional
scars, caused by the stigma surrounding this ancient
disease which remains a modern-day reality.

Last year, Broadmead was able to contribute £260 to The
Leprosy Mission. I would like to thank all the loyal
Broadmead contributors. EDWINA HAYDEN

BMS. ... BRIGHTENINGANDAIDMES

Lighting up lives in western Uganda, without batteries, kerosene
or even the flick of a switch.

Gravity has given Ugandans a way to see in the dark.

Our very own alternative energy enthusiast, BMS World Mission worker
Gareth Shrubsole, found out about a new and innovative lighting solution, from
a company called Deciwatt, and has taken it to rural locations across Kasese
District to see if it works.

of youdbve grown up with electricity
gravity |l ight seems pretty dark, 6 say:cs
worl dés popul ation, you |live without
changer! o6

GravityLight is made up of an adjustable LED light fitted on a motor and

two hanging bags of stones attached by a plastic strip. When all were fitted
together, Garethds recipients were ast
light lasting for up to 25 minutes by lifting the heavy 12kg bag of stones and
letting it fall.



THE RECORD, JANUARY, 2015 7

And, while the light produced is currently only around 0.1 watt, Gareth
thinks that the potential impact is huge.

oOOne thing stood out from al most al |
owhether collectively in a church, or individually in their houses or workplaces
0 people used their new free lighting to read their Bibles.

0God blessed mankind with ingenuity .
dand that's why I'm so excited about the potential of gravity lighting
technology. These lamps are not yet that impressive, but | have absolute faith
that the clever people who made them will very soon make even better ones,
and those ones will really change lives here in Kasese, and elsewhere.

orThis is a technology | can Il ove. 0

THE PENDULUM

The clock-master was about to fix the pendulum of a
clock, when to his surprise he heard the pendulum
speak.

“Please sir, leave me alone,” the pendulum pleaded. “It will be an
act of kindness on your part. Think of the number of times I will
have to tick each day and night. So many times each minute, sixty
minutes an hour, twenty-four hours a day, three-hundred-and sixty-
five days a year. For year on year ... I could never do it.”

The clock-master answered wisely, “Don’t think of the future. Just
do one tick at a time and you will enjoy every tick for the rest of
your life.

That is what the pendulum decided to do.

The present moment is never unbearable if you live in it fully. Joy
and pain are part of the pattern — be able to face the New Year a
day at a time. CHURCH MOUSE

JUST A THOUGHT

Peace cannot be kept by force; it can only be achieved

by understanding.
ALBERT EINSTEIN
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LAUGHTER AND JOY QUIZ

Each letter is a substitute for a different letter in this Quiz on
biblical quotes on the theme of Laughter and Joy. There is also a
clue to each quote. All are taken from the NIV 1992 Edition.

1. Old Testament meditation on the cycle of experience
EIBYX IM JXXH EDC E IBYX IM GENFL.

2. A proverb
XTXD BD GENFLIXA ILX LXEAI YEV EQLX, EDC PMV
YEV XDC BD FABXZ.

3. A pair of remarkable babies have a pre-birth encounter

EU UMMD EU ILX UMNDC MZ VMNA FAXXIBDF AXE-
QLXC YV XEAU, ILX KEKV BD YV JMYK GXEHXC ZMA
PMV.

4. One of Jesus’ parables

ILX WBDFCMY MZ LXETXD BU GBWX IAXEUNAX
LBCCXD BD E ZBXGC. JLXD E YED ZMNDC BI, LX LBC BI
EFEBD, EDC ILXD BD LBU PMV JXDI EDC UMGC EGG LX
LEC EDC KMNFLI ILEI ZBXGC.

5. A Psalm pleading for God’s help in trouble yet ending in joy

ILXD B JBGG FM IM ILX EGIEA MZ YV FMC, IM FMC, YV
PMV EDC YV CXGBFLI. B JBGG HAEBUX VMN JBIL ILX
LEAH, M FMC, YV FMC.

6. Part of a famous sermon of Jesus
KGXUUXC EAX VMN JLM JXXH DMJ, ZMA VMN JBGG
GENFL.

7. A famous list from Paul

KNI ILX ZANBI MZ ILX UHBABI BU GMTX, PMV, HXEQX,
HEIBXDQX, WBDCDXUU, FMMCDXUU, ZEBILZNGDXUU,
FXDIGXDXUU EDC UXGZ-QMDIAMG. EFEBDUI UNQL
ILBDFU ILXAX BU DM GEJ.

8. Celebration of an unexpected birth

UEAEL UEBC “FMC LEU KAMNFLI YX GENFLIXA, EDC
XTXAVMDX JLM LXEAU EKMNI ILBU JBGG GENFL JBIL
YX.

ANSWERS TO ADVENTHRNSTMAS CAROLS QUIZ

1. Silent night!; 2. Earth was waiting, spent and restless; 3. O come, O
come, Immanuel; 4. While shepherds watched their flocks; 5. God rest you
merry, gentlemen; 6. The light of the morning is breaking; 7. See him lying
on a bed of straw; 8. Thou didst leave thy throne; 9. Of the Father’s heart
begotten; 10. O come, all you faithful.
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PRAYER AT BROADMEAD

January prayer for the world and the Church:

As we step into 2015, help us Lord to do as Joshua did and “to be
strong, be resolute; not to be fearful or dismayed” knowing that the
Lord our God is with us, wherever we go. (Joshua 1.9)

WEEK ONE May the blessing of the Eternal God, the God who calls
time into being and marks it passing, the God who enters human history
in Jesus; and gives the gift of his Holy Spirit to all, always and for ever.
Father God, be with us in this new year of your grace, empower us as
we place ourselves in your keeping, guarding and guiding us each and
every day, as we offer ourselves for your service, in the name of Jesus,
your Son, our Saviour and Lord, AMEN.

WEEK TWO The Lord’s promise to us, his people, is: “though dark
night covers the nations, the LORD shall shine upon you ... and all
nations shall march towards your light, and their leaders to your sun-
rise.” (Isaiah 60.1-3) Thank you for this assurance, Lord Jesus, who
yourself is the Light of the world. We thank you that your further prom-
ise is, “No follower of mine shall wander in the dark, all will have the
light of life.” (John 8.12) Father let your light and life illumine all our
days, that like Isaiah of old, we may respond to your challenge: “Whom
shall I send?” with our own “Here am I send me.” We commend to you
our friend, Hannah Colk, as she seeks the Lord’sleading in her life. AMEN.

WEEK THREE Bring before God, Revd Ken Stewart who leads our
worship on Sunday, 18th January. We remember BMS work in Nepal,
and especially our link missionaries, Ian and Cynthia Chadwell, who
are supporting healthcare and education in Nepal, together with their
children, Justin and Lucy, and their educational needs. Lord, in your
mercy shed your light in the lives of people living in darkness. Light of
the World, tended and treasured by the pure in heart, shadowed and
shunned by the deceitful: peerless and pierced, we exalt you. AMEN.

WEEK FOUR Remember Neville Lintern who leads our worship on
World Leprosy Day, Sunday, 25th January. The theme is ‘Restoration’
based on Jeremiah 30.17. “I will restore health to you, and your wounds
I will heal, because they have called you an outcast.” (New RSV) Pray
for three million people Lord, in your mercy, bless TLM workers who
nurse sufferer’s wounds, and works to restore them to health, and help
with healing their emotional scars.

Lord restore leprosy sufferers wholeness of body, mind and spirit, we
beseech you, and enable TLM to be your agency to this end. In Jesus’
name we pray. AMEN.




