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welcome! 
   If you are curious and have come to see us 

   If you are weary and have come to rest 

   If you are grateful and have come to share 

   If you are hurt and have come for solace 

   If you are listening and have come to pray 

   If you are seeking and have come for answers 

welcome! 

BROADMEAD BAPTIST CHURCH 
1 Whippington Court, The Horsefair 

Bristol BS1 3HY  Tel. 0117 929-1387 

Minister: REV. JOHN HOUSEAGO, M.TH, M.A., B.SC. 

Tel. 0117 951 4091 (Home)           0754 896 8252 (Mobile)      

minister@broadmeadbaptist.org.uk 

Associate Minister: REV. HANNAH HART, B.SC., B.A. 

Mobile 0793 889 8922              hannah@broadmeadbaptist.org.uk 

For your information 
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 11 a.m. every Sunday; there will be no even-
ing services except for special occasions. (Communion on the first 
and third Sunday mornings.) 

CITY PRAYERS: Tuesdays at 1.10 p.m.; Communion: Thursdays 

at 1.10 p.m. 

Hannah Hart will be working from the church on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays, and some Wednesdays. John Houseago will work at the 

church on Friday mornings. You are always welcome to pop-in for a 
chat. Please phone first if you are making a special trip as ministry is 
not a predictable occupation. 
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O NE Sunday, when I had been in the ministry about a year, I 
conducted worship as a visiting minister at a church in War-

rington. After the service the church secretary thanked me, and then 
asked if I was settling down to my new job and home. I assured him 
that I was. 

“Do you enjoy preaching?” he asked. 

“Yes,” I replied. 

“Then why,” he asked, “do you look so miserable when you’re do-
ing it!” 

I think he had mistaken concentration for misery and, anyway, we 
are not all blessed with the kind of face that sells toothpaste. That 
said, I know that he had made a good point. There is an underlying 
joy in the life of faith that should be seen in the life of believers. 

Sometimes there is not much to smile about. Some of you reading 
this will be facing a difficult day: pain, illness, disappointment,     
depression, homelessness, betrayal, redundancy, and other issues 
loom large. The Apostle Paul knew about hardship and suffering. He 

suffered from a debilitating and incurable illness, he was rejected by 
his own people and by many in the church, imprisoned, beaten up 
and left for dead, held under house arrest, and almost certainly     
executed.  You can read about the hardships of Paul’s life in an auto-
biographical passage in 2 Corinthians 11:21-29. 

Even so, he wrote from prison, “Rejoice in the Lord, and again I say 
rejoice.” (Philippians 4:4). These are not the trite words of a privi-
leged do-gooder who did not know how hard life could be. They are 
the words of somebody who has discovered that even in the middle 
of the hardships of life there are reasons for thanksgiving and joy.  

That joy is to be found in the love of God in Jesus Christ which is 
constant and dependable through the changing circumstances of our 
lives. 

More than thirty years later I still have to concentrate when I preach, 
but I do try to smile, if only weakly, from time to time. 

JOHN HOUSEAGO 



 
 

matters 
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Sermon Themes 
All services are conducted by the minister, unless noted otherwise. 

3rd March 2013 
11 a.m. A Last Chance. Luke 9:1-13 

10th March 2013 
11 a.m. The Prodigal’s Father.  Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

17th March 2013 
11 a.m. Mary anoints Jesus.  John 12:1-8 

24th March 2013 

11 a.m. Palm Sunday.  Luke 19:28-40 

29th March 2013 
10.30 a.m. Good Friday Service 

31st March 2013 
11a.m. Easter Day 

 

¶ Hearty congratulations to Sue and Keith Leatherbarrow on the 

birth of a new grandchild, Sophie Ellen, and also to her parents   

Sarah and Clive Davies. 

¶We remember in our prayers a number of friends who are coping 

with illness and/or age. 

 CHURCH  FLOWERS 

3rd March ð Glyn and Joy Duggan 

17th March ð The Undercroft 

31st March ð Easter Sunday 



3 THE RECORD, MARCH, 2013 

Please submit copy for the next edition of The Record any 

time BEFORE Sunday, 17th March. 

JACK APPLETON, Editor 

CHURCH MEETING 
The next Church Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 20th March, 

2013, at 7.30 p.m. in the Hiley Room. The Constitution, agreed in 
principle in 2010, will be voted on at this meeting. Copies of the 
Constitution will be available at the meeting, or from the minister. 
All members are encouraged to attend. 

BIBLE STUDIES IN 2013 
During 2013, there will be eight bible studies exploring themes from 
St. Paul’s letter to the church in Rome. These will be held on Thurs-

day afternoons at 2.15 p.m. and will last approximately one hour. 

The dates will be 28th March, 25th April, 30th May, 27th June, 

25th July, 26th September, 31st October and 28th November. 

JOHN HOUSEAGO 

FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT 
25th February – 10th March 

The Fairtrade Foundation’s mission is to work with businesses, com-
munity groups and individuals to improve the trading outlook for 

producers in the southern hemisphere and to deliver sustainable live-
lihoods for farmers, workers and their communities. 

Fairtrade Fortnight reminds us that by buying items having 

the Fairtrade mark we can help producers get a fair price 

for their labour; this can, for example, enable them to 
build schools and hospitals. 

CHRISTIAN AID 2012 CHRISTMAS UPDATE 
The total raised has increased from £426.79 to £436.79. Many 

thanks again to all contributors. 
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REMEMBERING LESLIE STOKES 
Recently, I wrote an article about my Baptist minister friend, Leslie 
Stokes, whom I met occasionally in the 1970s. I sometimes heard 
him on the BBC’s programme, Prayer for the Day. Here I offer another 

of his talks, because it makes a valid point for us to-day, though he 
broadcast it 40 years ago. Forgive its gender strong title, from an 
age when man was an inclusive generic word for us all!  It is headed: 

THE WORTH OF EVERY MAN 
“At our church we hold a Sunday School at the same time as the 

morning service and, often as I stand shaking hands at the church 
door, some of the children come to show me what they have, writ-
ten, or drawn, or painted. 

“But it is not only children who do this kind of thing; we all do it, 
whatever our age. We need to do it, whatever our age; we need to be 

noticed, to be appreciated; we need to mean something to some-
body; otherwise our  life is empty. That is why persistent  loneliness 

can be so unbearably painful. 

“I have noticed how even the smallest thing can give pleasure out of 
all proportion to its value: a greetings card, a letter, a visit, flowers 
from the Church. The point is that somebody remembered. Some-

body thought about me! 

“There is a lovely story told about Joseph Lister, the pioneer in the 
use of antiseptics. One day he came across a little girl in his hospital, 
sobbing her heart out because a nurse had taken away her dolly. It 
was old, sawdust-stuffed, and it had sprung a leak.  Lister sent for it 
and to the joy of the child, the most famous surgeon in all the world, 
took a needle and thread and performed the necessary operation! 

“It was Jesus who made the world realise the incomparable worth of 
the individual; of every individual. He taught that one human life 
was worth more than the whole created world. He stopped a crowd 

at one time to speak words of hope to a money-loving wretch whose 
soul had shrivelled up like the kernel of an old nut. He stopped a 
larger crowd to help a blind beggar. He endured the scorn of a self-
righteous Pharisee to give comfort to a weeping woman for the loss 
of her purity. He became angry  when his followers drove away little 
children from him. And as he was dying on the cross, he gave the 
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promise of life to a thief who was dying for his crimes. It was of him 

and his cross that Paul was thinking when he wrote about: ‘The Son 

of God who loved me, and gave himself for me.’ There is always 

someone who cares. God cares!  Isaiah asks: ‘Can a woman forget 

her own baby; and not love the child she bore?  Even if a mother 

should forget her child, I will never for get you … I have written 

your name on the palms of my hands.’ (Isaiah 49.14-16) 

 “Father, we thank you that we matter to you. Always. Every-
where.”                          A Word in your heart, Leslie Stokes, 1980, pp. 16-17 

SAINTLY MUSINGS  
I’ve heard people say, “She’s a saint.” 

What makes a saint? A very good person, unselfish, 
patient, etc.? There are many of these people about 

and perhaps one might not even think of them as saintly. 

In early Christian thinking, a saint was a martyr, but more often   
today we think of a saint as someone close to God, as was Mother 
Theresa. 

William Rees-Mogg once wrote in The Sunday Times: 

“Lord Longford was a good man and if the world sometimes 

laughed at him, that is the way of the world with good people. He 

was a Christian Samaritan whose last public act was to offer to  

visit a well-known author who was in prison. He fought many cam-

paigns for human rights and visited many unknown prisoners, as 

well as notorious ones. He led the fullest of lives and was always 

enthusiastic about his work.” 

Perhaps he was more than half-way to being  a saint. 

 

Will all missionary box holders kindly hand their boxes to 

Maureen Pannell or Sue Leatherbarrow as early in March 

as possible. Many thanks. 
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The Baptist Times Round-up 
ôUnlikely pioneerõ nominated to be next BUGB vice president 

A former teacher who describes herself as òan unlikely, but delighted 

pioneeró is the sole nomination for the vice presidency of the Baptist 

Union of Great Britain.  

For the last eight years the Revd Jenni Entrican has led Jacobõs 

Well, a plant from Chipping Sodbury Baptist Church. The brief was 

to connect with people who might be spiritually interested, but would 

never come to church, and over time the calling became: òTo be 

church for those who wouldnõt come to church.ó Its times together 

include informal bring -and-share meals, family events, film evenings 

and meditative gatherings, alongside running two community gar-

dens and bread -making classes.  

Although no longer in church leadership, Jenni remains a member, 

and described it as òan exciting, and sometimes daunting, experi-

enceó as the core group dismantled much of what most churches 

would normally do. òGod is still very much at the centre of who we 

are: key spiritual practices are part of the fabric of our community, 

yet somehow lived out in a way which takes account of changes in 

culture alongside a strong desire to be inclusive and open to the oth-

er.ó 

Jenni had previously been a teacher, first at secondary and then pri-

mary school level, but resigned in 1998 when she sensed a different 

calling. She trained at Bristol Baptist College, during which time she 

was minister -in -training at Chipping Sodbury. Her involvement in 

Baptist life since ordination has seen a variety of different roles: she 

is a member of the Bristol Baptist College Council and its education 

committee; chair of the Incarnate Church Planting Network, on the 

Baptist Union Council, and a member of the Womenõs Justice Group. 

She has been a mentor for newly accredited ministers and has led 

retreat days.  

In her vice presidency profile, she wrote that òEmpowering others, 

leading through consensus, modelling good practice, finding and 

maintaining oneõs spiritual pathway through space and quiet days, 

have all been part of these last years since ordination, alongside a 

very real passion to engage with all sorts of people and recognise God 

at work in them.ó 
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On her nomination for vice presidency, she spoke of her surprise 

mixed with that òsmidgin of thought at the back of your mind that 

says this is right.ó While too early to talk about the specifics of the 

role, she stressed she wants òto encourage others to have confidence 

about their relationship with God and what he really requires of 

them in living out the Kingdom,ó as well as a wish ôto see more voices 

released so that our Union vibrates with the colour and diversity and 

aliveness of Godõs Kingdom.ó 

Jenniõs name will go forward to churches and ministers for election. 

If elected the presidential term would be 2015 -16. 

THE HARM CAUSED BY BLAMING THE POOR 
The ôdevastating harmõ done by politicians and journalists to vulner-

able people has been highl ighted in a new repor t  by a nat ional       

ecumenical Christian social justice charity.  

Church Action on Povertyõs report The blame game must stop  fea-

tures first -person testimonies highlighting the stigma of being on 

benefits.  

Selected quotes include: òI donõt feel like a person any more.ó ...  

òThe poor are not listened to.ó ... òI feel as if my life is public proper-

ty.ó ... òAt the benefits office, they talk to you like you are a piece of 

dirt.ó 

This experience of stigma is made worse by òa constant stream of 

public messages which encourage distrust and an attitude of blame 

towards people on low incomes ð often based on myths and distor-

tions of the facts,ó says the report. 

It features a series of myths, including the implication that people 
are only in poverty because they have drink or drug problems ð an 

idea which has led one MP recently to propose that people should not 

be allowed to spend benefits on alcohol.  

òHowever, in 2013 the Free Churchesõ Joint Public Issues Team 

(JPIT) has found that only a tiny proportion of those in poverty suffer 

from addiction to drugs, alcohol or to gambling. Alcohol consumption 

is actually lower among people on low incomes, and increases greatly 

as you go up the income scale. Alcohol is consumed less by the unem-

ployed than by those in work,ó the report stated. 

The blame game òobviously prevents people from living a full life,ó 
the report continues ð but has wider social impacts too, with politi-
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cians using some of the myths and distortions listed to justify 

òenormous and harmful cutsó to the social security budget; many peo-

ple fail to take up benefits to which they are entitled; and an increase 

in hate crime, with police figures for 2011 showing an increase of 

more than 30 per cent in attacks on disabled people.  

The aim of the report is to challenge some of the myths and distor-

tions which are used to cast blame on vulnerable people ð and to call 

on more people to speak out against it.  

It makes clear recommendations for how everybody (including politi-

cians, journalists and the public) òcan end this harming blame game 

and stop scapegoating the most vulnerable people in our society.ó 

Niall Cooper, national coordinator of Church Action on Poverty, said, 

òIt is appalling that the UKõs economic crisis and rising levels of pov-

erty are being blamed on those who are actually feeling their worst 

effects. Politicians and the media use abusive language and images, 

and fuel mistrust by contrasting supposed ôstriversõ with ôskivers. 

They use this blame game to justify cuts to our safety net, which will 

drive hundreds of thousands of people further into poverty. Chris-

tians are called to act when anyone is marginalised or excluded. We 

urge all Christians to speak out now against this blame game.ó 

The report is free to download at www.church -poverty.org.uk/stigma . 

The web page also includes a simple online action which can be used 

to send a message about stigma to your local newspaper.  

The report is being launched to coincide with the national Poverty & 

Homelessness Action Week, which is on the theme 'Can you cast the 

first stone?' in 2013.  See www.actionweek.org.uk  for more infor-

mation and free resources.  

     “IT ALL BEGAN AT FREMINGTON …” 

 Actually it didn't! It began at Helen House in Oxford, when Jill and  
Eddy Farwell and their three children came there for  respite from 

the exhaustion from the caring of their young family, one of whom 
was terminally ill. Their two great discoveries were the refreshment 
when knowledgeable and caring staff took over the care that had 
drained their energies and sapped their joy, and also the fact that 
Helen House was the only hospice for children in the whole of the 
South West. 

http://www.church-poverty.org.uk/stigma
http://www.actionweek.org.uk
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A vision grew steadily within Eddy that other hospices should be 

built in order to cope with the increasing numbers of terminally-ill 
children and to refine the vision in the light of experience which has 
been going on all the time. Having raised the large sum of money 
needed to build them they located a suitable site in Fremington, near 
Barnstable, and built Little Bridge House designed on the welcoming 
lines of a Devon farmhouse: colourful, airy and deliberately different 
from anything reminiscent of an institution or hospital. 

When the Tyntesfield Estate near Wraxall came on the market, they 
bought Charlton Farm and keeping the ethos of a farmhouse, rede-
signed it in the light of what they had learned at Little Bridge House. 

Last year, they completed their third and final Children’s Hospice at 
Porthpean in Cornwall which was designated ‘Little Harbour’ and 
the spacious interior and large glass windows echo the nautical 
theme in a light and attractive way. 

Many people living in and around Bristol have visited Charlton 
Farm, but few have been to ‘Little Harbour’. However, Dorothy 
Frampton has, and will be sharing her experience with Terrill Group 
at their meeting in the Hiley Room on 4th March. You are free to 
join them. 

The late Jill Farwell succinctly referred to their vision as “Making 
the most of short and precious lives.” We couldn’t have put it better. 

                                       JOHN FRAMPTON 

EASTER BREAKFAST 

SUNDAY, 31ST MARCH at 9.30 a.m. 

Ticket £3.50 (all profit to the Church’s Charities Project) 

With Easter being early, it would be appreciated if you    

intend coming, and we hope you will, that you secure your 
tickets before the event, so the caterers may know how 
many to expect. 

PLEASE GET YOUR TICKETS FROM EITHER CLIFF AND 

SHIRLEY MOSS, OR ROGER AND EDWINA HAYDEN 
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WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

Friday, 1st March, 2013 
in 

ST. STEPHEN’S PARISH CHURCH 
at 1.10 p.m. 

The theme for this annual day of prayer has been prepared by Christ- 
ian women of France. They have taken as their text for the day: 

I was a stranger and you welcomed me. (Matt. 25.35-36) 

This prayer service is open to everyone, women and men, young and 
old, and will be held this year at St. Stephen’s Parish Church. It will 
be led by women from the city centre churches. Please support this 
opportunity to join women around the world as they unite in this act 
of worship. 

Enough food for everyone IF… 
The Global Awareness Conference held at Broadmead on 26th January 
heard that on 23rd January some 100 agencies had banded together to 
launch the Enough food for everyone IF… campaign to combat world hun-

ger. In his keynote talk Joel Edwards said, “If we are really justified by 
faith … people will get to know not only by our doctrinal purity and 
uprightness …  but because there are some very material things we do – 
‘I was hungry and you fed me.’” 

Conference themes included ‘land grabs’ (for example land which could 

be used to grow food being taken for mineral extraction), tax (tax-

dodging costs developing countries dearly), micro-finance (small loans 

which can help people to set up their own businesses), transparency (the 

battle against corruption in companies and governments) – and how to 
lobby your MP! 

For further information see www.enoughfoodif.org 

Hunger in the UK and worldwide 
The recent spread of ‘foodbanks’ in this country prompts the question 
“Should we not deal with hunger in the UK before trying to eliminate it 
worldwide?” In 2011-2012, foodbanks fed nearly 130,000 people nation-
wide. It is anticipated that a combination of adverse factors will raise 

http://www.enoughfoodif.org/
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 this number to more than 230,000 in 2012 – 2013. These are grim statis-
tics. Christians are actively involved in the setting up and running of 
foodbanks and this church has for many years sent food in packets and 
tins to needy families from its Harvest Thanksgiving celebration.  

However, world hunger is at a different level to that in the UK.  Some 
one in eight of the world’s population go to bed hungry every night and 
more than two million children die annually from malnutrition. The 
projected foodbank use in 2012 – 2013 amounts to some one in two 
hundred and seventy of the UK population.  Action on hunger is needed 

at home and overseas.   

 Andy Cowie has always had a passion for cars. Now, cars have 

drawn him to Haiti, where he and his wife, Jutta, serve as personnel 

seconded by BMS World Mission to the Co -operative Baptist Fellow-

ship. Heõs using his passion for cars to change lives and share the 

love of Jesus. 

The Cowiesõ ministry centres around giving people the skills and knowledge 

they need to improve their own lives. 

Jutta facilitates self-help savings and lending groups among women. Each 

member contributes a small amount to a fund, then the group makes loans to 

each other to finance individual microenterprises, such as making macramé 

bags or beads made out of paper and lacquer. 

The women sometimes come to her, wanting to know what kind of busi-

ness they should run. She tells them it has to be their own idea. If itõs their 

own idea, then they can build the confidence needed to run the business and 

grow in self-esteem.  

Andyõs ministry draws on his lifetime of experience as a mechanic. Andy 

grew up in the West Country, spending lots of time with his grandfather and 

father, both mechanics. At age ten he was filling up customersõ cars and chang-

ing money at his fatherõs garage. By age 16 he was a mechanic.  

In Haiti, Andy is creating a garage to service cars from the various non-

government organisations in Port-au-Prince. More importantly, the garage is a 

vocational training centre for approximately 20 students from local churches.  

òThe idea is to teach myself out of a job,ó says Andy. òIõm here to spread 

the love of God. The way I do that is to teach the trade I know and use my 

passion for vehicles.ó 

Mechanic with a mission 
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ANSWERS TO QUOTES QUIZ 
1. James 2.15-16;  2. Isaiah 6.5;  3. 1 Kings 19.12;  4. Gala-

tians 5.22-23;  5. Ruth.16b;  6. Philemon 10-11;  7. Psalm 

139.11-12;   8. Matthew 2.1;   9. Genesis 9.16;   10. 1 Corin-
thians 12.14-15.  

Can you match the People to the Dates and the Facts? 

These early Christian, or political, famous people have been moved 
from their dates in Church History. Can you put them back into the 
right order? There is a clue to their activities by each name. 

Dates AD   People and clues 

35-107  CONSTANTINE THE GREAT – First Christian Emperor 
who made Christianity legal. Attributed his winning of a   
battle to become emperor to the Christian God. 

69-155  PATRICK – British Romanised Christian who estab-
lished Christianity on a major scale in Ireland. 

121-180  ANTHONY – Early monk who sold his possessions 

and  moved into the desert. An inspiration to many of his 
time and after. 

185-254 THEODOSIUS – Emperor of Rome who established 
Christianity as the official religion of the Roman Empire. 

251-356  POLYCARP – martyred by burning in Smyrna. 

b274-288*-d337  MARCUS AURELIUS – Became Emperor in 

161, persecutor of Christians. 

316-397 AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO – Converted in 386 in a gar-

den in  Milan after reading Paul’s Letter to the Romans. 

354-430 MARTIN OF TOURS – Great monk famous for his 
compassion for the poor, who became Bishop of Tours. 

346-395  IGNATIUS – wrote Letters to Churches and to Polycarp. 

5th Century* ORIGEN – Wrote On First Principles, the first 

systematic theology and was a pupil of Clement of Alexan-
dria. 

*Precise dates unknown 



PRAYER AT BROADMEAD 
MARCH 

Week 1. For the Deacons and Pastoral Care Team with all the re-

sponsibility that is involved in serving in this way. 

Week 2. For our Minister, John, for his leadership and guidance 
when worries about the future threaten to take over. May we stay 
faithful. 

Week 3. For the Baptist Union and all those serving at Didcot. May 
they be strong in their leadership. 

Week 4. For the city centre churches that we may find ways to work 

together to bring about a stronger ecumenical vision. 

Week 5. For those unable to get to Church because of ill health or 

age. May they know they are in our prayers. 

CURIOUS  

THINGS  
 

Donõt forget Glyn Dugganõs slideshow  
on 

Wednesday, 13th March at 7.30 p.m.  

In aid of the churchõs Mission and Charities Funds.  

Itõs not too late to take and display a handbill, nor 

to tell you friends about it. Why not bring a friend 

or neighbour along with you? Remember, the 

more people who come, the more the Funds will 

benefit.  


