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welcome!
If you are curious and have come to see us
If you are weary and have come to rest
If you are grateful and have come to share
If you are hurt and have come for solace
If you are listening and have come to pray
If you are seeking and have come for answers

welcome!

For your information

SUNDAY WORSHIP: 11 a.m. every Sunday; 6.30 p.m. on the first
Sunday of the month. (Communion on the first Sunday evening and
the third Sunday morning.)

CITY PRAYERS: Tuesdays at 1.10 p.m.; Communion: Thursdays
at 1.10 p.m.

THE CHOIR will sing at the evening service on the first Sunday of
the month and choir practice will be on the prior Wednesday at
7.30 p.m.

Hannah Hart will be working from the church on Tuesdays and
Thursdays, and some Wednesdays. John Houseago will work at the
church on Friday mornings. You are always welcome to pop-in for a
chat. Please phone first if you are making a special trip as ministry is
not a predictable occupation.
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NOTES from the MANSE

N Sunday, 9th September, the Baptist Union of Great Britain

(BUGRB) is inviting churches to pray. There is nothing surprising
about that! What makes this special is that the denomination is being
asked to consider its present state and its plans for the future in the light
of the scriptures and following prayerful reflection.

The Union is facing radical change. Rather than summarising the situa-
tion I am reproducing below, in italics, the Topics for Prayer from the
BUGB website. There is more information available online at
www.baptist.org.uk/about-baptists/bugb-futures/885-bugb-day-of-
prayer-sunday-9-september-2012.html

People — Many people are affected by the proposed changes in the structure of our
Union. Due to the fall in investment income, legacies and Home Mission giving
a number of people at the National Resource in Didcot and in the Associations
will lose their jobs in order to enable us to balance our budget.

Please pray for these people in this time of uncertainty that they will know they
are valued, loved and that Christ has a plan for them as they look into the future.

BUGB Trustees — The BUGB trustees have the task of moving forward a new
Implementation Group who will be preparing information and recommendations
for decision at the November BUGB Council. Areas being worked on include
potential plans for the new staffing requirements for the 3 Specialist Teams to be
based at Baptist House, Didcot. Further work is also being done on culture, net-
works, inter-dependence, diversity, leadership and mission in the light of the
decline in the church.

Please pray for the Trustees and others supporting them as these seek to move
things forward.

Associations — Associations, as well as being affected by financial decisions, are
beginning to think about managing Home Mission grants across Association
Partnerships. This involves a fundamental change in how the Union deals with
Home Mission applications and grants. There are exciting possibilities, but also
challenges in this.

Please pray for Associations as they negotiate these changes.

National Leadership — please pray that God will guide in the appointment of a
National Leadership Team. Pray for clear understanding of this group’s role and
the people who should be on such a body.

At Broadmead we will be participating in this day through our morning
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service. Please make these considerations part of your prayers before the
9th September and then join with us for this special service.

JOHN HOUSEAGO

Sermon Themes

All services are conducted by the minister, unless noted otherwise.
2nd September, 2012
11 a.m. The Tradition of the Elders. Mark 7:1-23
6.30 p.m. Service of Holy Communion
9th September, 2012
11 a.m. Baptist Union Call to Prayer. Revelation 3:14-22
16th September, 2012
11 a.m. Peter and Jesus. Mark 8:27-38
23rd September, 2012
11 a.m. HARVEST THANKSGIVING

30th September. 2012
6.30 p.m. Not Tempting Others. Mark 9:38-50

HALF MARATHON SUNDAY, 30t SEPTEMBER

The consequent road closures will require the usual annual changes to
normal arrangements. The morning service will not be held on 30th
September, but evening worship will take place at 6.30 p.m.

Edited for the internet




THE RECORD, SEPTEMBER, 2012 3

CHURCH FLOWERS
9th September &

Ann and Bob Clark ;:3:
23rd September %
Harvest Thanksgiving o

.

£~
&

HARVEST CELEBRATIONS 2012

These will be held on Sunday, 23rd September. The service at 11.00
a.m. will as usual provide the opportunity to remember families who
are finding it increasingly difficult to maintain an adequate diet.
Gifts of food in tins and packets will be welcome to meet their needs.

After morning worship the Harvest Lunch will be held at 12.45.
Tickets price £4 may be obtained from Carole Loveridge.

Following lunch we shall see the DVD ‘Thirsty’. A billion people
worldwide have to use dirty water for drinking, cooking and wash-
ing. This year’s BMS harvest theme is ‘The Water of Life’ and the
DVD shows the difference that clean water projects are making to
people in Haiti.

CHURCH MEETING

The next Church Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 19th September,
2012, at 7.30 p.m. in the Hiley Room. All members are encouraged to
attend.

PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY

In 2012, the bible studies will be based on the teaching of Jesus in the
Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5-7. Each session will be offered twice,
once on a Wednesday evening, when it will be part of a prayer meeting,
and again on Thursday afternoon. The forthcoming dates are: 26th &
27th September, 31st October & 1st November, and finally, 28th & 29th
November.



THE RECORD, SEPTEMBER, 2012 4

CELEBRATING DISSENT

Three evenings of story-telling and remembering — celebrating
radical movements and trouble-makers, learning from dissenters
and exploring their relevance today.

Tuesday 25th September, 2012:
Troublesome Anabaptists (Stuart Murray Williams)
Tuesday 16th October, 2012:
Dissenting Baptists (Ruth Gouldbourne)
Tuesday 6th November, 2012:

Radical Bristolians (Rachael Fletcher)
Venue: Bristol Baptist College
The Promenade, Clifton, Bristol BS8 3NJ
Cost: £10 each or £24 for all three

Four hundred years ago the first Baptist church was planted on
English soil. Dissenting from the established church in 1612 was
often costly, but Baptists were part of a wave of dissent that even-
tually resulted in a society in which religious liberty was prized
and protected. A century earlier in other parts of Europe the
Anabaptists paid a much higher price for dissenting from the
established church and from various social norms. Insisting on the
separation of church and state, espousing non-violence and radi-
cal economic practices, Anabaptists were persecuted as heretics
and traitors, but today many are rediscovering the Anabaptist
vision. These three evenings to celebrate dissent are in Bristol, a
city with its own rich history of dissent and radical activity. They
are hosted by Bristol Baptist College, the oldest free-church col-
lege in the world. Each talk will run from 7.30 - 9.30 p.m. and
the cost will include refreshments.

Contact the WEBA office, office@webassoc.org.uk or telephone
0117 965 8828.

Celebrating Dissent is co-sponsored by the West of England
Baptist Association, Bristol Baptist College and the Anabaptist
Network.

q DON’T FORGET TO BOOK YOUR PLACE p
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The Baptist Times Round -up

WHO ARE OUR EVANGELISTS?

Can we do more to recognise and release the ministry of these
ordinary people, and protect them from being engulfed in the
internal tasks of being church, asks Phil Jump?

| was recently leaving one of our local churches when a lady who had
recently joined, noticed a stranger in a suit talking to some deacons
in the porch, and decided to come over and investigate. She was a
larger than life figure who quickly became the centre of our conversa-
tion; one of those matriarchal figures who is the unofficial guardian
and gatekeeper of the local community, looks out for everyone and is
known to all. As our conversation continued, we uncovered a cata-
logue of people that she had brought to the church in the few weeks
since she had started coming. She even announced with some confi-
dence those unsuspecting attendees that she had earmarked for the
forthcoming Sunday: you got the impression that when she was giv-
ing out the invitations, ©6nod was not

Yet there was something entirely natural about the way in which she
spoke; there was a genuine mutual affection that afforded her the
right to shepherd these individuals into her local Baptist church;
these were also the people whose shopping she would be doing when
they were ill; whose kids she would be looking after when they were
busy; whose houses she would be watching over while they were out.
| am sure that if | had asked this lady to explain to me the key points

of salvation, or engaged her in a discussion about the five -fold minis-
tries of the Early Church, she would not have had a clue what | was
talking about. Yet | could not help feeling that she was in every way
an evangelist. Not because she could win arguments or make pro-
found speeches, but because she had an irrepressible enthusiasm for
her faith and a natural ability to relate to the people around her.

Her evangelistic gifts were not honed within the life of a local church,

or bestowed through some carefully crafted training course. She was
simply a product of the community of which she was a part, and as
such was the most natural ambassador for Christ within it. She

probably never saw herself as an evangelist, or indeed acted out of
any sense of obligation to lead others to Christ. She simply got on
with being herself, and in so doing had brought more people into her
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local church in a matter of weeks, than many would manage in a life-
time. How does the church treat people like this? | fear that our nat-
ural instinct is often to induct them into our traditional ways of be-
ing, and gradually shift their attention away from the neighbourhood

of which they are a part and towards the church of which they are
now a member. We can easily create a perception of evangelism that
undermines their confidence, by implying that there is a measure of
expertise, recognition and authorisation that an evangelist needs to
somehow attain. Albeit unintentional, we can often promote a sense
that participation in the life of God's Kingdom is primarily about get-

ting involved in the activities of the church, again risking creating a

gulf between the everyday lives we live and our calling to be a Gospel
people.

| am intrigued by the language that we consequently use when it
then comes to speaking about outreach and evangelism. So often
when | find myself talking with local churches, we speak of the sur-
rounding community as a kind of alien race that we somehow need to
understand, in order to then confront them with the truths and prin-
ciples of our faith, not the people that they live and work amongst on

a daily basis.

Part of the thinking behind the title Down to Earth is not simply to
encourage an approach to evangelism th
to ask whether we can foster a new understanding that creates with-

in everyone a greater sense of confidence and ability to share the
Good News. One of the questions | want to ask, is whether we can do
more to recognise and release the mini
earthd peopl e, protecting them from b
tasks of being church, and to encourage them to be confident be-
frienders rather than concerned about whether they get everything
right.

The Jesus of the Gospels was a man who was constantly surrounded
by ordinary people. They felt comfortable and valued in His presence,
and it was those who were steeped in religion, that struggled most
with him. How might this reality challenge us to reflect afresh on our
approach to leadership, outreach and evangelism and ask the ques-
tion anew: who are our real evangelists? How can we help and affirm
them in doing what they do best?

The Revd Phil Jump is North Western Baptist Association regional minister
team leader. This article first appeared on the NWBA website http://
www. nwba. org. uk/


http://www.nwba.org.uk/
http://www.nwba.org.uk/

THE RECORD, SEPTEMBER, 2012 7

JERUSALEM BELLS ARE RINGING 0
LESSONS FROM THE HOLOCAUST

The Holocaust cannot simply be explained away as being the work of
monsters & which is why it still holds lessons for today, writes Shaun
Lambert, minister of Stanmore Baptist Church. | have been asked if

it was harrowing? It was beyond harrowing. | have been asked if it
was heavy going, and the answer is no. If | am honest it made me
angry. Not just with the Nazis, but others, including the Allies. Even
myself.

| have just got back from a ten -day study tour with the Council of

Christians and Jews (CCJ) to Yad Vashem in Jerusalem, the world

centre for documentation, research, education and commemoration of

the Holocaust. The name Yad Vashem is taken from Isaiah 56:5
meaning |iterally ®&a memorial and a na
ty seminars, spent countless hours in the museum itself, and heard

from a Holocaust survivor.

It is easy to be angry with Nazi ideology, but it is more than that. |
have heard people express anger with Germany or the German peo-
ple, but it is more than that. What is clear from a ten  -day examina-
tion of the history of the Holocaust is that many people in occupied
Europe during the Second World War were collaborators, perpetra-
tors of the horror, or bystanders. Even the Allies can be scrutinised.

In 1938, when many Jewish people were seeking refuge from Germa-
ny they found there were very few places of refuge open to them. And
of course there is the contribution of the Christian church to anti -
Judaism or anti -Semitism over 2000 years. As one Christian scholar
commented to the study group while we were in Jerusalem,

0 Chr i st iSamitisnawas @& necessary, but not sufficient contrib-
utory factor, to the Holocaust.6 But if | am honest | was angry with
my own being. We were privileged to visit the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre and kneel at the rocky outcrop in the church which is the
traditional place where the crucifixion of Christ is believed to have
taken place. As | knelt there | asked God to replace my heart of stone
with a heart of flesh. | asked him to make me compassionate to all. |
repented of the laziness of thinking that is content with shallow ex-
planations of what is happening in the Middle East, in particular the
Israel/Palestinian question.

Yad Vashem and the story of the Holocaust it faithfully recreates
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does that to you. The place itself silences you. Architecturally it slices

like an open wound through the mountain rock on which it is built. |

donodt think the 1srael/ Palestinian que
out seeking to understand the Holocaust, its pre -history, and its post

-history. Taking sides and elevating one narrative above another

does not help. We must conscientiously examine both the narrative of

Israel, and the narrative of the Palestinians. One such dual narra-

tive book is Side by Side, parallel histories of Israel and Palestine

written from the point of view of Israel, and the point of view of the

Pal estinians. These narratives are | a
book, by Sami Adwan, Dan Bar On, Eyal Naveh, and the Peace Re-

search Institute in the Middle East. In fact we must examine the

multiple narratives within which their narratives are woven in re-

cent world history. In the run  -up to the Second World War, for exam-

ple, the Jewish people in Germany were told, in the words of one of

the Il ecturers who taught us, Ot her e i
r o p eThigis the message of the Holocaust. So where were they to

go? As Europeans we must acknowledge our own part and responsi-

bility in shaping post World War Il events.

One other personal question | had to w
I have to comment on the Holocaust?86
answer this question for me when he sa

about the Jews, it is an episode of Jewish history among the nations
of the world. ¢

In the Nazi ideology the Jewish people were not sub -human, their
humanity was completely denied. The Holocaust was a crime against
humanity itself and so | am part of the story. Of course, as Chris-
tians we are called to fight injustice wherever we find it.

The words that summarized what | have seen about the Holocaust

were spoken by Jan Karski, a Polish dborn Roman Catholic who first

alerted the West to the systematic extermination of the Jewish peo-

ple that was Hitlerds Final Solution.
heretic, still my faith tells me that the second Original Sin has been
committed by humanity ¢é This sin wil!/
of time. o

After more than twenty seminars, many hours spent in the museum
itself, and hearing from a holocaust survivor from Lithuania called
Shalom Eilati | have no hesitation in calling the Holocaust the se-
cond original sin. Everyone should know the facts about the Holo-
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caust, as well as the history of anti -Semitism and the multiple narra-
tives in world history of which this is a part. One of the arguments
put forward at Yad Vashem based on much research is that we can-
not label the perpetrators as monsters and so dismiss the problem.
The percentage of sadists among the Nazis was lower than in the
general population. The perpetrators, collaborators and bystanders
were ordinary human beings. The question that then needs to be
asked, i s, OHow was it humanly possi bl
us, the Holocaust was unprecedented. But now a precedent has been
set. It could happen again. The strapline for the museum is
6remembering the past, shaping the fut
doing that is by bringing their vision to bear on other genocides, of
which the Holocaust is the most extreme example. As for me, my pre-
sent and future are being reshaped. As | sit at home the existential
problems | wrestle with seem like a delightful affirming of my alive-
ness. | am aware as | have never been before of the gift of my life and
the freedom with which 1 live. Perhaps the best response is to live
fully as Christ called us to, maintaining our true humanity within a
dehumanising culture and seeking to ensure that all are enabled to
do that. Jerusalem bells are ringing. As | hear them in my head, |
know they are ringing for the living and the dead.

Will all BMS missionary box holders kindly hand their
boxes to Maureen Pannell or Sue Leatherbarrow as early in
September as possible. Many thanks.

The fi1r st t 1 me

The long-waited day had come: April 1st! Having passed the preliminar-
ies of interview and written assessment, I was from this day a candidate
to become a housemother in a residential children’s home, part of a na-
tion-wide network caring for under-privileged young people within the
family of the National Children’s Home (‘Action for Children’) founded
by the Methodist minister Thomas Bowman Stephenson in 1869.

A journey by train to Gloucester, then the bus to Painswick in the heart
of breath-taking Cotswold country-side took me to the end of a drive-
way leading to a massive Cotswold-stone ‘mansion’.
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What was I doing here, having left the comfort and security of home
and family? However, I had come to a point in my life where I believed
that God had been preparing me for this moment in many different
ways: physically, emotionally and spiritually. With the assurance of this
strength and guidance, I was stepping into a whole new world. Gyde
House was to be my home for the next few weeks, whilst my suitability
for the work was assessed, with, hopefully, a year at college in London
to follow.

Being greeted and welcomed at the door by the Superintendent, I was
ushered along the cold, stone-floored corridor into the staff room, where
I met Sister Iris with whom I would be working: a friendly lady, near to
my own age, who assured me that she had been looking forward to my
coming.

Apart from being told previously that that this was a home for forty-
eight boys (terrifying, but challenging!) I had little concept of what role I
would be expected to play.

Now for a tour of the vast house. A kindly lady who came in daily from
the village to oversee the smooth running of domestic matters took me
under her wing and we proceeded to the kitchen, which in itself took my
breath away by its size. My attention, however, was immediately side-
tracked by being introduced to Margaret, who gave me a welcoming
smile and whose hands were covered in flour in a large mixing bowl.
“Do you like cooking?” said I, little realising that every third week
henceforth I would have to like it too! Next along the corridor was the
laundry, which was little more than Victorian: before the advent of elec-
tric washing machines, with deep china sinks, scrubbing boards and
wooden draining boards. On then to be introduced briefly to the four
‘families’ 8 staff and boys in their respective play cum dining cum living
rooms, dormitory-style bedrooms and cold bathrooms completed my
overview of this lofty building & or almost.

The gem and pride of place at the heart of life at Glyde still for me to see
was the chapel, originally the laundry, which in former years had been
lovingly transformed into a beautiful edifice, proclaiming the Christian
ethics of NCH (National Children’s Home).

Eventually, I was introduced to my ‘family’ of twelve boys, aged be-
tween four and fifteen, to begin my training.

The Child Care scene remained my work until my retirement (latterly in
administration) henceforth from this day. JEAN CRANE
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NOT THE OLYMPIC GAMES!

Not the Olympic Games, but for those participating in Terrill Group no
doubt this will prove just as exciting and even more fun.

I am, of course, referring to the opening meeting of Terrill Group on
10th September when we have (‘by popular demand’ once again kicked
off the new programme with an evening of table games (dominos, cards,
etc.) Those who do not wish to be active participants can comprise ‘the
crowd’ to cheer the rest on. There is great fun to be had in playing those
fondly-remembered games which require more than one player & hence

the popularity of this (now) annual event.
Why not join us at 7.30 p.m. in the Hiley Room. JOHN FRAMPTON

G 5K The flood, the Taliban
BMS worldnews  and the love of God

In a formerly Talibaitontrolled area of Pakistan, near the Afghanistan border, a
terrible flood has had some unexpected consequences.

The Swat valley is often in the news as a province of Pakistan where Taliban
support has traditionally been strong. In early 2010, a Pakistani army surge drove
the Taliban from the Swat valley. Less than a month later, a devastating flood de-

stroyed homes, crops and |l ands in the v
this was a punishment from God because they had not looked after and listened to
the Taliban, 6 says Brian, a BMS worker w

programmes in the Swat valley.
Immediately following the flood, BMS grants helped Operation Mercy (OM) to
provide food, shelter and emergency supplies to those worst affected by the flood-
ing. In total, BMS has given £216,000 for relief and reconstruction. Houses that had
been poorly constructed and had provided little effective shelter from the ex-
tremes of heat, cold and rain, were replaced with sturdy brick houses.
0BMS partners OM were able for the firs

vall ey and they were quite nervous abol
changed the entire dynamic of their work and they were soon welcomed in the
valley. o6 The transformati ondthamksto BMS- | i ves

giving, OM programmes and local Pakistani Christian &idl@s been immense. An
OM publication recently quoted one of the people who had been helped as saying

to one of t heir wor ker s, ol told the peo
the blankets. You are Christian. o6
0Giving to relief work changes | ives, 0

God loves us so much that he sent his Son to die in our place requires that we will
|l ove him enough to |l ove those who are su
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THE BRAIN DRAIN
QUIZ: NAAMAN

How much of the story of Naaman can you remember?

1. Who was Naaman the leper?

2. Why was he highly thought of by the Arameans?

3. How did Naaman get to hear about a potential cure in Israel?
4. What did the King of Aram’s letter say to the King of Israel?
5. And how did the King of Israel respond?

6. Who was the prophet to whom Naaman was sent?

7. Why was Naaman displeased when the prophet sent a messenger to
tell him to wash seven times in the Jordan River?

8. Who persuaded Naaman to try the cure?

9. What did Naaman take home to Aram from Israel that he did not
bring with him?

10. Who was Gehazi? What happened to Gehazi when he took some of
the gifts Naaman had offered, but the prophet had refused?
Congratulations to Ann Clark, who won the ‘Broadmead Baptist
Church’ competition last month. The only words chosen by all the en-

trants were ‘broader’, which is not surprising as it is suggested by the
title, and ‘beach’ devidently we are all dreaming of summer!! Congratu-

lations also to the other entrants for their valiant efforts.

GARDEN PARTY

SATURDAY, 1sT SEPTEMBER, 2012, at 3 p.m.
at the home of SHIRLEY & CLIFF MOsS
24 LYVEDON WAY, LONG ASHTON, BS41 9ND
£3.50 Profits to Broadmead Charities

Please submit copy for the next edition of The Record any time BEFORE
Sunday,16th September. JACK APPLETON, Editor o



PRAYER AT BROADMEAD

SEPTEMBER

Week 1. For the Deacons and Pastoral Care Team with all the re-
sponsibility that is involved in serving in this way.
Week 2. For our Minister John, for his leadership and guidance

when worries about the future threaten to take over. May we stay
faithful.

Week 3. For the Baptist Union and all those serving at Didcot. May
they be strong in their leadership.

Week 4. For the city centre churches that we may find ways to work
together to bring about a stronger ecumenical vision.

Week 5. For those unable to get to Church because of ill health or
age. May they know they are in our prayers.

FIRM ROOTS CANCPR®RBU

Almost one in three people have cancer at some point in
their lives. There are many very helpful cancer support
groups, but very few, if any, specifically Christian ones.

In view of this a new charity is in the process of being set up
in Bristol. Firm Roots Cancer Support originates in the vision
of a cancer sufferer. She writes, “God is stirring me to sup-
port, with His love, people going through cancer, and to
pass on to them the same comfort I found in Him.”

Leaflets outlining the group’s aims will be found on the table
by the door More information can be found on the website
www.ccisr.org.uk

The group meets from 7.30 p.m. until 8.45 p.m. at St Mat-
thews Church, Clare Road, Kingsdown, Bristol on the se-
cond Wednesday of each month. Forthcoming meetings are
on Wednesday, 12th September, Wednesday, 10th October
and Wednesday, 14th November. Everyone is welcome!



http://www.ccisr.org.uk/

